Press Release 

International Fund for Ireland rings warning bells at Reconciliation Conference

The International Fund for Ireland (IFI) has today issued a strong message to the Reconciliation Sector in Ireland, in which it warned of the urgent need to achieve demonstrable and sustainable results from the substantial investment in the reconciliation process across Northern Ireland and the border counties.  

The funding pot available to many worthwhile projects is shrinking and this trend is set to continue. The International Fund has called on the private sector, which has benefited from the peace dividend of the past decade, to step up to the mark and demonstrate corporate social responsibility by supporting reconciliation initiatives for the benefit of our society.

Speaking at the Reconciliation Networking Forum, held in Dublin Castle, Mr. Denis Rooney, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland, said: “Sustainability is a real and immediate challenge for all of us in the reconciliation sector.  Reconciliation is a process that can take two or three generations to realise, and we must now begin to address the funding gap which will arise in the coming years.  This will require funding to be more targeted and projects and programmes to be designed with long term sustainability in mind.”

In his presentation on the theme of ‘The Future of the Reconciliation Sector’, Rooney highlighted the need to prioritise in the infrastructure of integration and focus less on cosmetic issues.  He warned: “If our society has not begun a serious journey towards a comfortable natural integration of the communities and the attainment of relaxed north south relations in the near future, then we can rightly be accused of frittering away the substantial investment to date, because a segregated society will always be prone to periodic flashpoints.”

Rooney called on the private sector and the many businesses and organisations that have benefited to date from the peace dividend, to take on their corporate social responsibilities to “invest in the slow but high yield process of reconciliation.”

The Reconciliation Networking Conference was organised by the Department of Foreign Affairs and was attended by many of the key players and stakeholders who work at the ‘coal face’ of reconciliation on the island of Ireland.  

Key contributors at the event included the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dermot Ahern TD, who delivered the opening address, Mr. Par Carey TD, Joint Chair of the British Irish Interparliamentary Body, Máirín Colleary, chief executive of Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation, Alistair Simpson, former governor of the Apprentice Boys of Derry and current Board member of the Ulster Scots Agency and Denis Bradley, Vice Chairman of the Northern Ireland Policing Board. 
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The International Fund for Ireland

The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States, the European Union, Canada, New Zealand and Australia. Its total expenditure since 1986 is more than EUR750m (STG500m).

The Fund’s budget for 2006 is EUR36 million (STG25 million). Funding priorities will include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund will seek to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout the North and border counties.

