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International Fund for Ireland, Community Leadership Programme - year four Belfast groups kick start the programme 

NICVA, in conjunction with the International Fund for Ireland (IFI), has now started year four of the Community Leadership Programme (CLP) for community and voluntary groups from Northern Ireland and the southern border counties.

Thirty groups from across Northern Ireland and the southern border counties will take part in the programme; the groups from Belfast taking part in the programme include; 

· Folktown Community Interest Company 

· Glór na Móna

· Knocknagoney Area Forum 

· North Belfast Interface Network 

· Sandy Row Community Forum 

· Sandy Row Residents Association 

The Community Leadership Programme is an exciting and innovative training and learning programme which aims to strengthen the leadership capacities of groups. Through these increased leadership skills, the Programme aims to assist groups in the development of sustainable, social, economic and community relations regeneration in their local areas.

The programme started with a round-table event, and now each group has nominated five individuals who will work towards achieving a level three award in Leadership from the Institute of Leadership and Management. The group will have the opportunity to tailor a training programme to meet their individual needs and will also receive a bursary of £2,500 (€2,750) to undertake an action-learning project. 

Úna McKernan from NICVA commented “This is now the fourth year of this very successful programme. Nearly 100 groups have so far completed the training and all of the groups are showing lots of evidence of improved leadership skills, which can only benefit how their groups are run and the local communities they operate in.”

The round-table events kicked off in Antrim this month and continued in Fermanagh. The events have proven to be very successful at bringing together clusters of groups in order for them to network and learn from each other.

John Carson from the International Fund for Ireland encouraged participants to give the time and effort required to complete this leadership programme. He said “The Fund is making a big investment in developing effective leadership skills for community groups in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties  and it is now up to you to make the most of this opportunity.”

////ENDS 

PHOTO CAPTION: Representatives from the groups taking part in the Community Leadership Programme pictured at the first roundtable meeting 

For further information contact Elizabeth Hendron 028 9087 7777 or 07721746805

www.communityleadershipprogramme.org
Notes to Editors

The groups on year four of the CLP are:

Ballinaglera Development Company Ltd

Ballybay Development Association

Ballycastle Community Development Group

Ballyconnell & District Development Association

Bawnboy Workhouse Ltd.

Clones Community Forum Ltd.

Clones Family Resource Centre

Coalisland Residents Forum

Drumgath Ladies' Group

Dungannon Youth Resource Centre

Family and Friends of Abbey Court

Folktown Community Interest Company

Gap Tourism Marketing Ltd

Glór na Móna

Growing Connections NI

Harryville Partnership

Killargue Development Association

Killicomaine Residents Group

Knocknagoney Area Forum 

Lettershandoney & District Development Group

Madden School House Heritage Committee

Mayobridge Women's Group

Moneyreagh & District Community Association

North Belfast Interface Network

Omagh Women's Area Network

Redburn Loughview Community Forum

Sandy Row Community Forum

Sandy Row Residents Association

The Doorway Project

Two Castles Community & Development Association

About the International Fund for Ireland
 
The International Fund for Ireland is an independent international organisation established by the British and Irish Governments in 1986. The Fund’s main objectives are to promote economic and social advance and encourage contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland.

Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £648m/€811m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties. Developing and funding initiatives that tackle segregation and promote integration to build a lasting peace in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties is a key priority for the Fund.

About NICVA

NICVA (Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action) is the representative and umbrella body for the entire voluntary and community sector of Northern Ireland. Its catchment area however extends beyond Northern Ireland due to strong working relationships with its sister organisations in the rest of the UK, and the umbrella body in the Republic of Ireland.

 

Since its inception in 1938 NICVA has been committed to social change and community development, acting as a catalyst to promote innovation and new approaches to targeting need.  NICVA works for justice, equality and dignity throughout society by promoting opportunities for community participation in the essential decisions that affect the lives of people in Northern Ireland.

