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International Fund for Ireland commits £3.6m/€4.3m towards 32 community projects
· The latest package brings total funding to more than £6.5m/€8m funding in 2016

The International Fund for Ireland has confirmed £3.6m/€4.3m of financial assistance to support 32 community projects. 

The funding, approved at the organisation’s recent Board Meeting in Newcastle County Down, will see £2.1m/€2.6m shared among 17 projects that are working to address difficult issues linked to the legacy of conflict and will engage with young people who are at risk of becoming involved in sectarian or anti-social activity. 

More than £804,000/€966,000 will be shared among 10 new projects that will support vulnerable young people who are unable to access or remain in traditional education. It will engage young people in good relations activities and transform their lives by providing alternatives to violence, crime and addiction. A further £612,000/€735,000 has been allocated to five initiatives that are developing new dialogue on the future of Peace Walls.   

Dr Adrian Johnston, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland, said:
“Since our Community Consolidation - Peace Consolidation Strategy launched last year, we’ve invested with confidence in bold projects that have enabled communities to reverse the severe effects of division and divert young people away from the influence of armed gangs. However, community appetite for these initiatives is much greater than the resources we alone can assign to it. 

“Community groups are taking risks and generating momentum for change, but for progress to be sustainable support from statutory authorities is critically needed. The time is right for others to adopt and support Fund interventions and deliver on the promise of a shared society that is free from sectarianism and the shadow of paramilitaries.”

The latest funding package includes awards to 10 new projects that are supported through the Fund’s Personal Youth Development Programme. These include:

· £79,209/€95,050 to Maghera Cross Community Link to deliver the Link Youth Achievement Project, a structured programme of support, offering personal development and skills building for 16 young people residing within Maghera and the surrounding areas.  

· £105,279/€126,334 to Springboard Opportunities Limited for a one-year cross-community project comprising 24 unemployed young people aged 16-25 years and living in North and West Belfast.  The target group are those who are socially isolated and at risk of long-term exclusion due to social and emotional difficulties.   

· £80,807/€96,968 to Clanrye Group, Newry for ‘Re-Gener8’ a one-year structured youth-based programme within the Newry and South Armagh area and in particular the wards with the highest levels of deprivation of health, wellbeing, education, employment and social opportunities.  

· €77,390/£64,233 to FOCUS Family Resource Centre to deliver the FUSE Project a one-year structured programme of Personal Development, Good Relations and Skills Development operating across Killeshandra, Miltown, Arvagh, Belturbet and  Blacklion.  

The Chairman took the opportunity to thank the international donors to the Fund - the European Union and the Governments of the United States of America, Canada, Australia, New Zealand - for their support.

Further information about all the beneficiaries from the International Fund for Ireland’s latest funding package is available at www.internationalfundforireland.com

ENDS
All media enquires or to arrange interview please contact: 
Stephen McGrath/Kaz Lynas at Weber Shandwick Belfast +44 (0) 28 90347300/+44 (0)79 89475561 
Mary McCarthy at Weber Shandwick Dublin +353 (0) 1 6760168/+353 (0) 87 2332191

About the International Fund for Ireland
· The International Fund for Ireland is an independent, international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986. The Fund’s main objectives are to promote economic and social advance and encourage contact, dialogue and reconciliation between Unionists and Nationalists throughout Ireland.
· Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £714m/€898m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties of Ireland. Developing and funding initiatives that tackle segregation and promote integration to build a lasting peace in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties is a key priority for the Fund.
· The Sterling/Euro conversion rate of £1GBP = £1.2EUR is applied throughout this press release.

Full Funding Allocations:

Peace Impact Programme

Belfast
£79,397/€95,276 to Markets Development Agency (MDA) for a one-year project that will offer a range of training and employment activities for disengaged individuals and groups within the Markets area of inner South Belfast. 

£71,224/€85,468 to Renew Engage Advance Community Hopes (REACH) for a one-year conflict transformation, employability and social enterprise project in East Belfast. The project will link in with existing PIP projects while developing new cross-border and cross-community links.     

£273,833/€328,599 to Conflict Resolution Services Ireland (CRSI) to extend an engagement project for two years and enable further engagement with people in West Belfast, Greater Ardoyne and Londonderry/Derry. The project will provide mentoring support and encourage those who feel marginalised to express their views/issues and opinions more positively in their community.  

£194, 806/€233,767 to Springboard Opportunities Limited to deliver FUSION, a two-year Project, that will work with members of Loyalist and Republican marching bands across four areas: Londonderry/Derry/Strabane, Donegal, Mid Ulster and Causeway Coast and Glens. The project will involve up to 36 participants drawn from across a range of bands.

County Tyrone
£156,650/€197,980 to Bready & District Ulster Scots Development Association (BDUSDA) to deliver a dedicated two-year, cross-community “Cultural Apprenticeship” project. The award follows a successful six-month Pilot project, which finished in February 2016.  The cross-community project will directly engage up to 20 participants each year and will involve more than over 500 additional beneficiaries through project activities.

County Armagh
£198,199/€237,838 to Community Restorative Justice Newry & Armagh (CRJNA) to expand and extend a series of projects in Newry City and across South Armagh for up to two years.   The award will allow community organisations that have been supported by the original project to advance their work through the creation of a Collaborative Forum.  The Forum will develop area based plans and strategies in partnership with the statutory agencies including the PSNI.  

County Londonderry/Derry
£77,342/€92,810 to James Connolly Cultural Youth Group (JCCYG) to extend a proejct with Republican young people in the Derry City area for a further year. The project will involve a cross-border element engaging a small group of similar young people who belong to a similar informal organisation known as the James Connolly History Group in Donegal.    

£101,440/€121,728 to Creggan Enterprises Limited (CEL) Unheard Voices, Londonderry/Derry for a one-year to project that will operate across four cluster areas in Londonderry/Derry City, Strabane, South Londonderry/ Derry and Donegal. The project will engage with Women around conflict-related issues on a cross-community and cross-border basis, creating the opportunity for their voices to be heard.  The project will engage young women through a schools and community outreach and offer a range of activity including accredited training.

£97, 475/€116,970 to Londonderry Bands Forum (LBF) for a one-year project that will build on the organisation’s outreach, engagement and education activities. The project will help build positive leadership and create new opportunities for building cohesion and intra/inter-community relations around difficult, challenging and divisive issues.  

£95,440/€114,528 to Teach Na Failte Sperrins & Glens (TnaF S&G) for a one-year project across three cluster areas in North Antrim, North Londonderry/Derry and South Londonderry/Derry.  It will continue to engage with those in the Republican/Republican Socialist community who have been marginalised or excluded from peace building activities.

£39,000/€46,800 to Rosemount Resource Centre to extend the Time2Choose project for six months across Londonderry/Derry City. The project works to support young people to transform their lives by providing alternatives to violence, crime and addiction.  

County Antrim
£81,262/€97,514 to Carson Project (CP) and Ultoniae Cultural & Heritage Society (UCHS) for a one-year cross-community project that will operate in Mid and North Antrim. The project will address legacy issues related to the conflict, community tensions while developing employability skills and community capacity.   

£153,478/€184,173 to Inter Estates Partnership (IEP) to extend and expand the successful IEP project in Antrim for two years. The project will focus on training and employment for adults and develop their relationships with agencies and PSNI.  It will work across five housing estates to increase collaboration and cohesion and work on a strategy to ensure this work can become sustainable.

£206,666/€274,999 to Ulidia Training Ltd for a two-year project in North Antrim that will also engage communities in Mid Antrim, South Londonderry/Derry and East Tyrone. The project will engage with people who have felt marginalised or excluded from peace building activities. The project will deliver capacity building, training and learning in a range of areas including traditional skills, culture, education, volunteer development and restorative justice.     

Counties Londonderry/Derry & Antrim
£134,782/€161,738 to Leafair Community Association (LCA) to undertake a dedicated two-year project that will work within the Galliagh/Shantallow area of Londonderry/Derry with additional cross-community activity involving Unionist communities within the Derry City and Strabane District Council area.

£62,591/€75,109 to Strabane AYE (Access Youth Engagement) for a one-year project that will operate across Londonderry/Derry City, South of County Derry/Londonderry, South Antrim, Belfast and Newry.  This new project builds on highly successful AYE model and will establish a Regional AYE structure to establish projects in each of the target communities to help address the current feeling of abandonment amongst disengaged and marginalised young people across the region of Northern Ireland.  

Counties Londonderry/Derry & Fermanagh
£202,156/€242,587 to Sperrin Cultural Awareness Association (SCAA) & Fermanagh Sports & Cultural Awareness (FSCA) for a two-year collaborative project that will operate across the greater County Londonderry/Derry and Fermanagh areas.  It will deliver peace building activities within Unionist communities in South Derry/Londonderry/Randalstown and Fermanagh and encourage wider engagement with the Nationalist community.
 
Peace Walls Programme
A total of £612,000/€735,000 will be shared among five Peace Walls Projects that are working to foster community confidence and dialogue around the future of interface barriers. The projects will work with the key stakeholders and other service providers to maximise the potential for positive attitudinal change towards Peace Wall/barrier removal and/or reduction in interface communities.  Each will encourage interaction and engagement between residents in designing and managing contested spaces through activities aimed at developing confidence, training on conflict transformation, cultural identity awareness and service provision. The projects will be extended for one year and are:

Belfast
£151,573/€181,887 	Black Mountain Shared Space

£107,634/€129,160 	Greater Whitewell Community Surgery

£104,393/€125,271 	Lower Oldpark Community Association/Cliftonville Community Regeneration Forum

£150,464/€180,556	Duncairn Community Partnership

Londonderry/Derry
£98,577/€118,292	Bogside Brandywell Initiative

Personal Youth Development Programme

Belfast
£105,279/€126,334 to Springboard Opportunities Limited for a one-year cross-community project comprising 24 unemployed young people aged 16-25 years and living in North and West Belfast.  The target group are those who are socially isolated and at risk of long-term exclusion due to social and emotional difficulties.

County Armagh 
£80,807/€96,968 to Clanrye Group, Newry for ‘Re-Gener8’ a one-year structured youth-based programme within the Newry and South Armagh area and in particular the wards with the highest levels of deprivation of health, wellbeing, education, employment and social opportunities. The project will engage young people aged 16-25 years old who face a range of challenges in life.

£79,215/€95,058 to Drumgor Detached Youth Work Project for the CRAIC project which will give 30 young people a range of skills, knowledge, self-esteem and opportunities through a structured youth based programme within the Brownlow area of Craigavon. The project will run over a 12-month period commencing February 2017.

£77,300/€92,760 to Edgarstown Residents Association to deliver ‘Changing the Landscape’ a structured programme of Personal Development, Good Relations and Skills Development that will support 24 young people across six housing estates in Portadown.  The level of support provided will consist of both one-to-one mentoring and group based learning. The project will run over a 12-month period.

County Tyrone 
£79,759/€95,710 to Coalisland Training Services to deliver the Assist Youth Project - a structured youth based programme within the Coalisland area and surrounding wards which have had limited  health, wellbeing, education, employment and social opportunities.  The one-year project will engage young people aged 14-25 years old who face a range of challenges and pressures. 

£91,888/€110,265 to Strabane AYE to deliver the ‘Strabane Youth Support Programme’ which involves a wide range of programmes and activities that will actively engage young people and develop their capacity, confidence and skills. The project will help participants deal with the disaffection and tackle underlying issues, promote active citizenship and improve resilience.
 
County Londonderry/Derry
£90,093/€108,111 to Leafair Community Association to deliver the ‘Outer North PYDP’, a structured youth-based project in the Greater Shantallow area of Londonderry/ Derry including three of the four largest social housing areas in the city – Shantallow, Galliagh and Carnhill.  It will focus on young people aged 16-25 with no or low qualifications who are exposed to a range of negative pressures, issues and situations that have left them despondent and disengaged from society.

£79,209/€95,050 to Maghera Cross Community Link to deliver the Link Youth Achievement Project, a structured programme of support, offering personal development and skills building for 16 young people residing within Maghera and the surrounding areas.  

£57,049/€68,458 to Sperrin Cultural Awareness Association to deliver the GRASPED Project, a structured youth based programme operating across Castledawson, Magherafelt, Garvagh and Randalstown. The one-year project will support young people aged 16-25 years old who may be at risk of the effects of deprivation, isolation and marginalisation.

County Cavan
€77,390/£64,233 to FOCUS Family Resource Centre to deliver the FUSE Project a one-year structured programme of Personal Development, Good Relations and Skills Development operating across Killeshandra, Miltown, Arvagh, Belturbet and  Blacklion. The project wil engage young people who may be potentially long-term unemployed and with limited prospects or motivation to develop.  
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